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| Urban Renewal and Lakeland

Black Community Eyes Future With Hope, Fear

By Fugene L. Meyer

Wanbiibgton Poal SUe i Woitey
la 1901, Joha ¢, Johinson, who was
sl Indian, half-bliek, committed the
audacious act of huying property in
an allwhite Maryland neighiborhood

of turge, Juxurious homes near [ive .

man-made lakes. He would sit up all
night with a shotgun to proteet his
home from resentful whites,

The wrea was called Lakeland, and
it was located in what was more than
four decades later to become the city
of College Park.

Today, T years alter Johnson hroke
the cotor bar, Lakeland endures—a
closely-knit  all-black  community  of
150 famities living in a semirural en-
¢lave hidden aeross e, 1 from the
Universily of Maryland.

In the olten vootless, lransiend

“Washinglun area, where people ve-

quently do not Know Lheir next door
neighhors, Lakeland stands out as an
wasls of familinrity, 10is a place where
neighbors often are relatives, and the
weneration gap is Likely to he the dis
Lanee of @ few houses or i bloek, s
o place to whiclpeople who have left
wish to retuen, 1 is home,

Bul it is a home in the throes of a
remodeling job, and the uncertainlies
of "urban renewal” have evoked a
mixture of e and hope amony ils
residents,

The Rope is thal the Tong-awalied
vedevelopment will end the threal of
flouding from nerhy  Painl Branch
and Indian Creek and assurve fulure

housing for ehildren and grandehil-
dren. The tear is that Lakeland will
he transtorined by strangers, vew low-
income residents who will hring erime
aud othier 1S of an impersonad urban
soviety.

Dora Robinson, 82, stitl lives in the
twu-bedroom bungalow she hought in
1933 alter her tushand died. She was
from Confee, near Laurel, but she had
friends and lwo brothers in Lakeland.
“1 was gl to he near by relafives.”
she recalled last week, She still s,
Her son, Leon, 6, lives aroand the
corrner,

fn the 15905, 4 while developer
named  Edward Newman  subdivided
Likeland, built strects, installed gas
tights, erected o town hall, o general
store and several Lurge homes sooh oe-
cupied by whites,

Arotund e turn of the century, the
salfiniore Gold Fish Company built
and slocked Tive lakes, near the Bal-
limore & Ohiu Bailroad vightf-way.
The largesi, Lake Arfemesia, sureives,
across the fracks from where Agnes

Sl George Henry Gross live,

Guorge Gross was borg in Lakeland
72 vers ago and brought his bride
here Drom Mairkick o 1925, °H was
peaatitul around here, then,” he said.
spyverybody  could  go swimming,
There was ice skating all winter”

Like many  Lakeland  residents,
George Gross worked in a menial job
al the nearby university which he, as
a blaek poerson, could nol attend. He

vetired iu 1870 after 45 years of wash-
ing dishes and waiting on tables. In
the carly days, old residents recall,
the universily also was the source of
troublesome bulls and cows loosed on
Lakeland by students who sought te
scare the people.

As Dblacks moved in from the
swampy edges of the town and the
stream banks, the whites withdrew.
There were a number of mysterious
fires, and the helief persists that the
whites burned down their own homes,
like a people in retreat trying to leave
nothing for the invading enemy.

“As the colored people came in, the .
things thal -were in here gradually
went outl,” said Ruth Taylor Lancas-
ter, 68, unofficial Lakeland historian
and John C. Johnson's sole surviving
chitd,

“We had a railroad station and a
pust office, We had a town hall, That
was burned down mysteriously,” Mrs,
Laneaster said. ‘T'rolley tracks cut
{hrough the town. They, loo, are long
gone, ,

“There were no streebs, just dirt
raads, One or two people in here had
a car,” Mrs, Lancaster said. Today,
most bul ot all the streets ave paved.
"We didn'l have streel lights,” she
said, “We had two churches, and that,
of course, was the main enjoyment.”

There was also Mack’s “park,” the
lawn used for weekend dances next 1o
the large house owned by JW.C,
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LAKELAND, From Bl

ack, who became Lakeland's first
“ity Councilman and proprietor of
k's Market, which burned down

ome of the homes were large ones
erly owned by whites. Others—
the one in which Ruth Lancaster
’&gd-—were smaller ones built by
gcks. "We were poor, but I didn't
w it,” she said, “My father raised a

d then to live in Phlladelphla for
faw years, but she returned to live on
same lot John C. Johnson hought
1901. There's a new brick rambler
there now.
There are several other brick ram-
rs and some larger homes today in
eland, interspersed with older
;Iwellings, some dilapidated, some not.
‘here is a hew school, Paint Branch
Elementary, built in 1972, It has 317
xs.:lute pupils who are bused in and 168
black, no more than half from Lake-
siland.
“They were busing colored children
all along, from as far away as Laurel,

o Area’s Annual Flood

‘pare, I realized we were getting a

when I was going to high school,”
Mary Hollomand, a 45-year-old L
land native whose two-children att
Paint Branch.
Mary Hollomand went fo the sey
galed Lakeland High School, wif
was built in 1928 and now is used
special eddcation by the county. L
nard J. Smith, an Agriculture Depay
ment research technician and lagg
time community activist,. gradu:t%f
from the high school in 1944. “At tha
time, they gave you a certificate th
said, ‘The Lakeland -Colored Mgl
School," * he vecalled with lingeris
dismay. Before 1928, the closest' h
school for blacks was in.Upper M
boro. 15 miles distant.
Lakeland’s first school,
1903, was a one-room_building, Its
ond, two-room school was built in 1817
and named after John C. Johnson. 1
is still standing—part church and par
apartment—across the railroad tracks
“As I got older and started to g

buill 5%

el

ond-class education,” said Shir
Queen, the 38-year-old granddaugh
of Dora Robinson, “But at the tim#
wasn't aware of it, There was war
in the old (two-room) school, We
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irector, insists the apartments would
e no taller than medium-rise, H
peaks excitedly of “the marketabil
y"” of the Lakeland urban renewal:
te. “It’s on Rte. 1. There,will be no
roblem selling or renting,” he said.
Or getting major developers to bid |
n the job. Four asked to be desig-
ated tentative developers this fall,
nd one is about to he selected to
ome up with a final plan. The com-
hunity favors one developer white the
ity Council appears to be Jcaning to ¥
nother, The story of Lakeland is farﬁ
Arom over,
There are 50 families whose homes
re now owned by lhe vity and slated
»‘ﬁror demolition. They will have o he

ehoused. There are 14 more families,
In the intervening years, almost aliias > hose who moved out before 1970,
of the allotted $5 million has bee . P~ hen urban renewal first was ap-§§
spent buying up properties. Work on proved. Many of them want to return,i
the first tangible renewal—new curbs,is fewern deresidentibakelanda more {oo, if there is housing for them.
sidewalks and street paving—is schedqjgher-density apartments, with a ma. _One of these is Shirley Queen, Dor
uled to begin in the spring. The cityP g ol v ap . ’d der Robinson’s granddaughter and
has asked for $1.9 million more fedJority-going to.the poor and moderate. yriter.editor in a U.S. government
eral dollars, although completing theincome, public information office, She left
original plan would require $6 million . P . Lakeland in 1967 and now lives in
to $7 million more. Il they bring th‘c high-rises I, Greenbelt with her 19-year-old daug

A 1065 study called the Lakelandwe'll have all types of people . . . peo-ter.
community “not only . . . a social liaple thal's . . . well, crime,” worries “I's always been my drcam to re-
bility but an economic one,” in justify-ygnes Gross. “Most places where ur-turn,” she said last week. “Lel me
ing the need for urban renewal. Withy. renewal has been they bring inleave you with this: I want to comeg
inflation, however, planners havcth ¢ highrise apartments. the Zom_back because it’s a warm, beautiful
been looking at economies that would"°5¢ & " apariments, community with warm, beautiful peo-
cut the costs. The most controversiaMunity deteriorates. ple.”

would a1l huddle around the old pot
belly stove.”

Spring floods in Lakeland were
way of life. Hurricane Agnes in 1972
helped speed approval of a contrever-
sial flood control plan opposed by ¢
virenmentalists who argued that ped
ple simply shouldn’t live there. Th¢
Lakelanders prevailed, and the Army
Corps of Engineers since has widen
and straightened both creeks ang
cleared away some of Lhe vegelatio
from their banks.

Land[lill to further protect the towip
from llooding is the costliest ilem i
the urban renewal plan that began i
the 1960s and has yet to resull in an
visible changes.
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